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On behalf of the men and women of the North Fond du Lac Police Department, welcome 
to the Spring edition of our newsletter. Well, the calendar says it’s Spring again…although 
it sure doesn’t look or feel like it outside yet. I’m hoping that releasing this newsletter will 
serve as an official harbinger to Spring! 

Inside this edition of the North Fond du Lac Neighborhood Policing Times you will 
find information about crimes and incidents here in North Fond du Lac over the past several 
winter months, National Police Week, Tornado Safety and other safety tips and reminders.  

We are a proud, full-service police organization committed to providing the highest level of 
service and protection to the Village of North Fond du Lac.  Each man and woman on our 
law enforcement team is dedicated to making a positive difference in our community. We 
are committed to community-based policing and value our partnerships with citizens, 
businesses and community organizations. We provide a wide variety of services and strive 
to help solve problems each day for people throughout our community.  

Open communication with our citizens is encouraged, and we value your involvement in 
working toward making the Village of North Fond du Lac a great place to live, work & 
play. This newsletter is one example of our efforts to keep you better informed about who 
we are, the services we offer, community crime trends and police and community events. 

If you find yourself in need of our services; or if you have questions, comments or 
suggestions regarding how we might better serve you, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 

Darren K. Pautsch  

Chief of Police 
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     UPCOMING EVENTS 

 March  10th - Daylight   
Savings Time Begins 

 April 6th - HMHS Prom 

 April 11th - Mock Tornado 
Drill 

 April 19th - Village Offices 
Closed for Good Friday 

 May 27th - Village Offices  
Closed for Memorial Day 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 



 

The information provided in this column is not a full report of all of the activity the North Fond du Lac Police 
Department has responded to or investigated during this time period. These cases are just some of the incidents that 
have been reported to police. Perhaps you have seen or heard something which might help the police department 
identify those responsible for these incidents. If so, please contact us at 906-5555, or report information anonymously 
by calling 906-4777. It is also our hope that by making you aware of incidents that have occurred in your community, 
you will be better prepared to protect yourself and your property from similar incidents. 

On January 6, police responded to a theft report at a residence in the 700 block of Wisconsin Avenue. The victim told police 
that two handguns were taken from cases inside the home while the residents were in the process of moving. No arrests have 
been made. 

On January 9, a victim on Lakeshore Drive reported a fraud to police. The victim received a phone call indicating that gas and 
power to a property she owns in Illinois was going to be shut off due to an unpaid balance. When she offered to pay by credit 
card, she was instead instructed to submit payment using a Bitcoin kiosk at a travel plaza. After paying $565, the woman and 
her husband learned that they had just fallen victim to a scam involving phone calls from people posing as representatives of the 
power company. No arrests have been made. 

On January 17, police responded to a theft complaint at a North Pioneer Road business. Officers were told that approximately 
$1,200 worth of tools had been stolen from a truck while it was left in the parking lot, waiting for service work. The theft 
occurred sometime between January 11 and January 17. No arrests have been made. 

On January 17, a resident in the 700 block of Wisconsin Avenue reported suspicious activity to police. The reporting party told 
police that a tire had come loose and fallen off her vehicle while driving down the road. Shortly after getting the tire fixed, her 
car would not start. The woman told police that she suspected someone may be tampering with her car. No arrests have been 
made. 

On January 24, a victim reported a hit & run accident to police. The victim told police that a dark color Jeep Cherokee had 
backed into his vehicle in the parking lot of a Prospect Avenue business and left without stopping. The accident resulted in 
damage to the rear bumper and trunk lid of the victim’s vehicle. No arrests have been made. 

On February 1, a victim reported a hit & run accident to police. The victim told police that someone had apparently struck her 
vehicle while it was parked on Sunny Lane in the Green Meadows Mobile Home Community. The accident resulted in damage 
to the rear bumper of the victim’s vehicle. No arrests have been made. 

On February 25, a resident in the 100 block of Marcoe Street reported a fraud to police. The victim told police that he had 
signed up as a user of an online dating app. The man told police that he had entered his personal banking information for 
membership and services. The victim later discovered unauthorized transactions on his account. The victim told police that 
approximately $4,000 in unauthorized transactions had been charged to his account. No arrests have been made. 
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RESOLVED 

The information provided in this column is not a full report of all of the activity the North Fond du Lac Police 
Department has responded to or investigated during this time period. These cases are just some of the incidents that have 
been successfully resolved. It is our hope that by making you aware of incidents that have occurred in your community, you 
will be better prepared to protect yourself and your property from similar incidents. 

On December 3, the School Resource Officer was contacted by the Dean of Students regarding a disturbance at Bessie Allen 
Middle School. A boy reported that a female student had thrown his iPhone, resulting in the back cover being cracked. The girl 
admitted throwing the phone because she was upset with the boy regarding a post he shared on social media. The 17 year-old 
NFDL girl was referred to the District Attorney for Damage to Property. 

On December 16, during the early morning hours, police responded to a disturbance at a residence in the 500 block of Illinois 
Avenue. Upon arrival, police were unable to make contact with the suspect. The female victim reported that her boyfriend had 
struck her in the head and face numerous times during an argument following a night of bowling and drinking with friends. The 
woman’s boyfriend also kicked and struck another man who tried to intervene. The 27 year-old NFDL man was referred to the 
District Attorney for Battery & Disorderly Conduct – Domestic Abuse. 

On December 16, during the early morning hours, police responded to a residence in the unit block of Cleveland Street for a 
sexual assault. The victim, a young girl, reported to police that while sleeping on the couch at a neighbor’s house, she was 
awakened by someone touching her. The girl said she opened her eyes and saw her neighbor’s adult boyfriend standing over her, 
fondling her. The girl fled the house and reported the incident to her mother, who called police. The 65 year-old NFDL man was 
arrested for 1st Degree Sexual Assault of a Child. 

On December 19, police responded to a disturbance at an apartment in the 1000 block of Prospect Avenue. A resident there called 
police to report a teenage girl acting uncontrollably. Responding officers learned that the girl had thrown a bottle, breaking a 
mirror; and had thrown a chair, breaking a light switch. The 13 year-old NFDL girl was referred to Juvenile Court for Disorderly 
Conduct. 

On December 27, police responded to the area of the intersection of Polk Street and Adams Avenue for a Damage to Property 
complaint. FDL County Department of Social Services reported that a GPS monitor had been cut and removed by an offender. The 
responding officer located the discarded device on the terrace. The 13 year-old NFDL girl was referred to Juvenile Court for 
Damage to Property. 

On December 29, police responded to a disturbance in the 900 block of Michigan Avenue. A resident there called police to report 
her teenage son acting uncontrollably. Responding officers learned that the son began arguing and being uncooperative when his 
mother told him to help a family member move. The boy hit his mother with a video game controller and kicked and damaged a 
door. The 16 year-old NFDL boy was referred to Juvenile Court for Disorderly Conduct. 

On January 17, police responded to a drugs complaint at a residence in the unit block of North Street. Officers were told that two 
16 year-old girls were apparently under the influence of some controlled substances. Police learned that the two girls had 
purchased and used Xanax. Both girls were referred to Juvenile Court for Possession of a Controlled Substance. 

On January 1, during the early morning hours, police responded to a physical disturbance at a residence in the 1600 block of St. 
Paul Avenue. Responding officers learned that a teenage boy had begun physically fighting with his father after his cell phone had 
been taken away as punishment for underage drinking. During the altercation, the boy punched and bit his father. The 16 year-old 
NFDL boy was referred to Juvenile Court for Disorderly Conduct. 

On January 2, a resident in the 400 block of Harrison Street reported a fraud to police. The victim reported that someone had 
made numerous unauthorized purchases using several of his credit cards. Upon investigation, police obtained receipts and video 
surveillance from stores which revealed the man’s girlfriend/roommate making the purchases. The 41 year-old NFDL woman was 
referred to the District Attorney for Unauthorized Use of Credit Cards. 

On January 7, the School Resource Officer was contacted by the Dean of Students regarding a fight in the Girls Locker Room. The 
SRO learned that a girl had pulled the victim’s hair, knocked her to the ground, and punched her in the head and face numerous 
times. The suspect told the SRO that she was upset with the victim regarding an incident that had occurred over the weekend. The 
           (Continued on page 4)  
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C ITIZENS 
TIPS HELPED 

SOLVE 
THESE CASES 

17 year-old NFDL girl was referred to the District Attorney for Battery. 

On February 3, police responded to a disturbance at a residence on Swan Drive in the Gaslight 
Terrace Mobile Home Community. Responding officers learned that a female had punched her 
ex-boyfriend in the face because she didn’t like how he was talking to their son during a child 
custody exchange. The woman had left the residence prior to the arrival of police. The 25 year-
old FDL woman was referred to the District Attorney for Battery – Domestic Abuse.  

On February 4, police responded to a disturbance at a residence in the 900 block of Michigan 
Avenue. Responding officers learned that a teenage boy had begun physically assaulting his 
parents after his cell phone was taken from him as punishment. The boy pushed his step-mother 
to the ground and wrestled with his father. The 15 year-old NFDL boy was referred to Juvenile 
Court for Disorderly Conduct. 

On February 4, the School Resource Officer was contacted by a resident in the 900 block of 
Michigan Avenue regarding a theft of medication. The man told the SRO that his teenage son had 
stolen two of the man’s prescription medications from a box in the basement. The man had 
located the pill bottles in the boy’s backpack. The boy admitted to the SRO stealing and using 
some of the pills. The 15 year-old NFDL boy was referred to Juvenile Court for Theft. 

On February 8, police responded to a disturbance at a residence on Robin Drive in the Gaslight 
Terrace Mobile Home Community. Responding officers learned that the couple had begun 
physically fighting over possession of a sweatshirt as the female was packing belongings to leave 
following an argument. The male alleged that his girlfriend had bitten his head during the 
altercation. The 37 year-old NFDL woman was arrested for Disorderly Conduct – Domestic 
Abuse. 

On February 17, police responded to a disturbance in the 900 block of Michigan Avenue. 
Residents there called police to report a teenage boy acting uncontrollably. Responding officers 
learned that the boy had struck his mother with a piece of window trim, and had thrown items 
around the house, breaking a lamp and a piece of pottery. The 16 year-old NFDL boy was 
referred to Juvenile Court for Disorderly Conduct and Damage to Property.  

On February 23, police responded to a disturbance at an apartment in the 400 block of Harrison 
Street. Responding officers learned that adult siblings at the residence had been fighting 
following a disagreement over comments made by the female. As the male was gathering his 
belongings to leave the residence, the female grabbed a kitchen knife and stabbed the male in the 
shoulder and used it to cut an air mattress. The man had left prior to the arrival of police and was 
later treated at the hospital for the stab wound. The 30 year-old NFDL woman was arrested for 
Substantial Battery and Damage to Property  – Domestic Abuse. 

RESOLVED (CONTINUED) 
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‘National Police Week’ has been recognized annually since 1962 when Public Law 87-726 was signed by President John F. Ken-
nedy. This public law was amended by the 103rd Congress as part of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 
1994. President Bill Clinton signed Public Law 103-322 which directs that the flag of the United States on all Government build-
ings be displayed at half-staff on May 15, which is ‘National Peace Officers' Memorial Day.’ 

In 1998 the North Fond du Lac Village Board enacted Operating Policy 12.05 to officially commemorate National Police Week 
and National Peace Officers’ Memorial Day in our community. Village Operating Policy 12.05 specifies as follows: 

Annually the village shall observe National Peace Officers Memorial Day on May 15 and National Police Week shall run from Sunday through 
Saturday of the week containing May 15. 

Flags shall be flown at half staff on all municipal flag poles on May 15. 

The official flag of the National Law Enforcement Memorial shall be flown at the municipal building flag pole during police week.  

All uniformed police department personnel shall wear a black mourning band across the uniform badge during National Police Week in remem-
brance of the officers who have lost heir lives in the line of duty.  

It’s been said that the law enforcement profession is the “thin blue line” that separates order from chaos in our society. Without 
the police there is no order…and without order there is chaos. Tragically, serving as that “thin blue line” and protecting our soci-
ety from those that would harm it, claims the lives of several police officers each year. 

Here are some facts that you should know about law enforcement in the United States: 

There are more than 900,000 police officers that work round the clock to protect and serve the people of this great nation. 

Since the first recorded police death in 1791, there have been more than 21,000 law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty 
in the United States. 

On average, across the country, a law enforcement officer is killed in the line of duty every 58 hours. 

There were 150 law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty in the United States in 2018. 

We are blessed to be able to say to that our department has never had an officer killed in the line of duty. However, many of us 
that have worked in this profession for a period of time have had a friend or acquaintance killed in the line of duty. In 2011 Fond 
du Lac Police Officer Craig Birkholz lost his life, and in 2015 Wisconsin State Patrol Trooper Trevor Casper made the ultimate 
sacrifice in Fond du Lac during his very first solo uniform assignment.   

Needless to say, it’s easy to understand why this is such special week for all of the men and women that serve as the guardians and 
protectors of our nation and who are ready to respond, without hesitation, when a member of their community cries for help. It’s 
our week to honor our brothers and sisters that have laid down their lives while protecting the people of this great nation. 

The National Law Enforcement Officer’s Memorial – By John M. Wills 

The long low wall sweeps across the vista 
Lions stand watch over the hallowed grounds 
Guarding those families and friends     
Who visit their loved ones in this place of honor 
Thousands of names old and new 
They've paid a price for me and you 
Unselfish and dedicated sworn to uphold 
They stared in the face of evil not backing down 
Their tour has now ended 
Their journey complete 
We'll never forget them 
Heroes one and all 

‘National Police week’ is Sunday, May 12 - Saturday, May 18, 2019 
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To better serve the residents of North Fond du Lac, the police department offers a permanent pharmaceutical collection and 
disposal program. The box is located at the North Fond du Lac Police Department on Garfield Street. The Drug Drop Box is 
accessible to residents during normal business hours, Monday through Friday, 8:00am – 4:30pm. We do ask individuals to re-
move any pills or capsules from their original containers and secure them in “zip lock” style bags before putting them in the box. 

Unused or expired medicine should never be flushed or poured down the drain. Removing potentially dangerous pharmaceutical 
substances from our state's medicine cabinets helps to prevent them from going into our water supply. Water reclamation facili-
ties are not designed to remove all of them and trace amounts of pharmaceuticals are showing up in rivers and lakes around the 
world. 

Police Chief Darren Pautsch says the program was started to provide a safe and environmentally friendly means of getting rid of 
unused prescription drugs in North Fond du Lac. In an effort to help reduce the all too common cases of misuse and overdose 
deaths, the police department partnered with Drug Free Communities of Fond du Lac County to install the permanent lock box 
so that unused prescriptions can be disposed of safely and properly. The Drug Drop Box was funded by a grant from the Nation-
al Association of Drug Diversion Investigators. 

On April 27, 2019, the Wisconsin Department of Justice (DOJ) will coordinate a Prescription Drug Take Back Initiative 
throughout Wisconsin. The Prescription Drug Take-Back Day goal is to provide a safe, convenient, and responsible means of 
disposal of prescription medications, while also educating the general public about the potential for abuse of these medications. 
Unused prescription medications in homes create a public health and safety concern, because they can be accidentally ingested, 
stolen, misused, and abused.   

Drug Drop Box Available at the NFDL Police Department  
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Prescription Drug Take Back 

The next nationwide prescription drug “Take Back” day will be on Saturday, April 27, 2019. As a reminder: the police depart-
ment has a permanent drug drop box, so unused/unwanted medications can be disposed of in the lobby Monday – Friday, 8:00am 
– 4:30pm. 

This initiative addresses a vital public safety and public health issue. Many Americans are not aware that medicines that remain in 
home cabinets are highly susceptible to diversion, misuse, and abuse. Rates of prescription drug abuse in the U.S. are increasing at 
alarming rates, as are the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses due to these drugs. Studies show that a majority of 
abused prescription drugs are obtained from family and friends, including from the home medicine cabinet. In addition, many 
Americans do not know how to properly dispose of their unused medicine, often flushing them down the toilet or throwing them 
away – both potential safety and health hazards. 

This collaborative nationwide effort, headed by the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), will help eliminate a major source 
of abused prescription drugs and reduce the dangers they pose to public safety and the environment. 

 

 

 

NORTH FOND DU LAC NEIGHBORHOOD POLICING TIMES 



 

PAGE 7 NORTH FOND DU LAC NEIGHBORHOOD POLICING TIMES 

 Prom & Parents who Host 

Prom is supposed to be a night of fun, celebration, friendship, and a highlight of our high school years. 
As themes are decided, decorations and music are planned, dates are sought, and the hunt for the perfect 
dress begins again; the excitement and anticipation can be almost as thrilling as the night itself. But the 
choices that teens make can also have devastating and life-changing consequences if they’re not careful. 
The good news is that we, as parents, can help prepare our sons and daughters to make the right choices 
when the time comes.  
We want to get parents and the community talking about how alcohol consumption affects young minds. 
Studies show drinking alcohol as a teenager has an impact on brain development and that early drinking 
has lasting health implications. We want to help parents understand that the younger a person is when he 
or she takes that first drink, the higher the risk that person will develop long-term problems with alcohol. 
We want them to view alcohol consumption among teens as the serious health epidemic that it has be-
come in our communities.  Along with its enormous emotional toll on families and communities, the 
United States Department of Justice estimates that alcohol use by underage drinkers results in approxi-
mately $3.7 billion a year in medical costs due to traffic crashes, crime, suicide attempts and related con-
sequences. 
In the 2018 North Fond du Lac School District Survey, 21% of students reported they drank alcohol in 
the past 30 days. Additionally, Wisconsin has the highest rate of binge drinking, and 12% of our local 
students reported they had five or more drinks in a row in the past 30 days. 
Did you know that in Wisconsin, parents who allow underage drinking to take place can be held account-
able?  Simply put, parents who host, allow or fail to prevent underage drinking are taking the risk of re-
ceiving a Social Host citation with a fine of $376 for the first offense.  
“Parents Who Host, Lose the Most” is the clear and consistent message the North Fond du Lac Police 
Department and Drug Free Communities of FDL County is sending in an effort to raise public awareness 
about the laws and harmful effects of teen drinking.  
As a community, we need to come together and realize teen drinking is a problem and develop some so-
lutions. We need to refuse to allow teen drinking and we need to refuse to supply teens with alcohol. We 
can’t rely only on law enforcement to break up every underage drinking party. This is a parental issue 
and a community health issue. We need the support of families and the community to change attitudes 
about drinking. 



 

SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS 

April 8 - 12, 2019 has been designated Tornado and Severe Weather Awareness Week. The statewide Tornado Drill will be con-
ducted on Thursday, April 11th. The mock tornado watch will begin at 1:00 p.m. for the entire state. The mock tornado warn-
ing for Fond du Lac County will be issued at 1:45 p.m. and the mock tornado watch/warning will conclude at 2:00 p.m.  

On average, Wisconsin experiences 21 tornadoes each year.  Tornadoes can occur any time of year, at any time of day.  In Wis-
consin, peak tornado season is April to August, with most tornadoes occurring between 4pm and 9pm. 

A tornado is one of natures most violent and powerful storms.  These massive, rotating funnels of air come down to earth within 
seconds, usually with only short warning.  Sometimes a tornado may not even be visible.  This is why it is imperative to be aware 
of weather service advisories regarding TORNADO WARNINGS and TORNADO WATCHES. It is crucial to follow safety 
guidelines in association with those advisories. 

A TORNADO WATCH is to indicate that a tornado is possible in the area due to weather conditions.  At this point, you should 
remain alert for approaching storms.  The conditions exist in the atmosphere, which are capable of producing funnel clouds. 

A TORNADO WARNING is much more serious.  A warning indicates that a tornado has been sighted in the area.  If a tornado 
warning is issued or if you see a tornado, move to a pre-designated safety place immediately.  Remember, tornadoes are more 
likely to develop in an area where a severe thunderstorm watch or warning is in effect.  Listen to local radio and television sta-
tions for updated storm information. 

If a Warning is issued or if threatening weather approaches: 

 In a home or building, move to a pre-designated shelter, such as a basement. 

 If an underground shelter is not available, move to an interior room or hallway on the lowest floor and get under a sturdy 
piece of furniture. 

 Stay away from windows. 

Get out of automobiles and lie in a low ditch, protecting your head from flying debris.  Do not try to outrun a tornado. Funnel 
clouds are unpredictable and move very quickly, so you may drive directly into the eye, or center of it. 
Environmental conditions normally associated with tornadoes include dark greenish skies, a wall cloud, large 
hail, or a loud roar, similar to a train.  A wall cloud can prevent people from viewing the funnel cloud.  

Despite what some may believe, tornadoes can appear from any direction. Most move from southwest to northeast, or west to 
east, but not always. Some tornadoes change direction in the course of their destruction, or even backtrack.  Tornadoes can last 
from several seconds to more than an hour.  However, most tornadoes last less than 10 minutes.  Some people think that torna-
does only strike in certain places but in reality there is no place in Wisconsin that is safe from tornadoes. 

It is vital that everyone develop an action plan before severe weather strikes. People most at risk are those in 
mobile homes, automobiles, the elderly or very young, the physically or mentally impaired, and people who 
may not understand the warning due to a language barrier. When developing an action plan, remember to 
consider transportation assistance for those individuals unable to get themselves to shelter. In the event of 
severe weather, emergency services personnel may not be able to get to them for an extended period of time. 

Developing an action or disaster plan for you and your family is easy.  The first step is to be aware of your community’s warning 
signals and evacuation plans.  Additional information can be obtained from the National Weather Service, local Emergency Man-
agement, or Red Cross. 
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Law EnforcEmEnt  

Oath Of hOnOr  
 

On my honor, 
I will never betray my badge, 
my integrity, my character, 

or the public trust. 

I will always have the courage 
to hold myself and others 

accountable for our actions. 

I will always uphold the Constitution, 
the community and  
the agency I serve. 

 

For more infor-
mation on the 
topics discussed 
in the newsletter, 
please contact: 

Chief Darren 
Pautsch 

dpautsch@nfdl.org 
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16 Garfield St 
North Fond du Lac, WI 54937 

Non-Emergency Calls: 920-906-5555 
Emergency: 911 

Administrative: 920-929-3760 

NORTH FOND DU LAC 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 
 

WINNERS OF: 
 

2017 ‘50 SAFEST CITIES IN WISCONSIN’ 
 

2014 ‘50 SAFEST CITIES IN WISCONSIN’ 
 

2005 WCPPA ‘CRIME PREVENTION 
PROGRAM/PROJECT OF THE YEAR’ 

W E ’ R E  ON  THE  W EB :   
WWW . N F D L . ORG  

BICYCLE SAFETY 
With warmer temperatures, more sunshine and longer days, riders will no doubt begin hitting the streets with 
great enthusiasm. While it is a fun and exciting time, we want to encourage everyone to remain safe. Many bicy-
cle-related crashes resulting in injury or death are often associated with the bicyclist’s behavior. Bad decision-
making and mistakes including such things as not wearing a bicycle helmet, riding into a street without stopping, 
turning left or swerving into traffic that is coming from behind, running a stop sign, and riding the wrong way in 
traffic can and do result in accidents.  

To maximize your safety, every bicyclist should always wear a helmet. Riders should wear the helmet flat atop 
the head; not tilted back at an angle.  The helmet should fit snugly and should not obstruct the rider’s field of 
vision.  Always wear the helmet with the chin strap firmly buckled.  

Follow these additional safety tips to help ensure safe summer cycling.  

 See and be seen...Wear bright fluorescent colors during the day. 

 Avoid biking at night...If riding at night, equip your bicycle with head and tail lights and wear reflective 
clothing. 

 Stay alert...Keep a lookout for obstacles in your path. 

 Go with the flow...Ride with traffic. 

 Check for traffic...Be aware of traffic around you. 

 Learn the rules of the road...Obey traffic laws.  Traffic laws are the same for bicycles and cars. 

It is important that children are exposed to safe riding habits.  It is not enough that parents talk to their children 
about bike safety.  Parents must lead by example.  Keep bike riding safe for yourself, and for your family.  


